A FULL 


VINDICATION 


OF 


Thomas Sheridan, Bla; 


BEING AN 


* N 8 W E R 


re a Kurios babe, Inted, 5 


The Cask of the Srace, 


5 Dit enim fulgore 3 qui granpreuit Arie, 1 
n e 


l 
Printed in the Year M,DCC, VII. 


N 


Sad will be pub, 


A LETTER to a School-Maſter in the 8 
from his Friend in Town, relative to * r 
dans Scheme of Education. 


A FULL 


VINDICATION | 


" OP Tn 
Thamar Sheridan, Eſq 


HAVE lately read, with a Mixture of Grief 
and Contempt, a Pamphlet, intitled, The Caſe of 
the Stage in Ireland I have alſo ſeen, in ſome 
News-Papers, ſeveral malicious and cruel Para- 
_ graphs, wrote with a baſe Deſign of blackening 
a Character of the wiſeſt, greateſt, and moſt worthy 
Man of the preſent Age. I believe it will be needleſs 
to mention the Perſon here deſcribed is the truly leafned 
| Thomas Sheridan, Eſq; I agree with the ſagacious Mr. 
"Bronnnnr's Correſpondent, that his Time would be very il! 
employed in anſwering any Libels which may be publiſhed 
_ againſt him; and that it would be impoſſible for him to clear 
up the Cavs; and detect the Falſheods, which pregnant 
| Malice may bring forth. But, I think it my Duty as a 
Friend to Learning, a Patriot and a Chriſtian, to expoſe 
to the public View the Villainies and Miſrepreſentations 
of the laviſh, abandoned, and profiitmts Author of the ; 
Caſe of the Stage. 1 
That wicked Libeller hath the 8 to infinuate, 
that Mr. Sheridan's Stage cannot be called a polite, in- 
ſtructive and well regulated Theatre, becauſe we have 
been frequently entertained there with Fire-Eaters, 
., Tumblers, Mimicks and Straw-Kickers ; but if Gentle- 
men would reflect a little, they would find, that exhi- 
biting theſe celebrated Artiſts on the Stage is of ſignal 
Benefit to the Public, and will conduce much to turn 
EEE Men 
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Men from their vicious Courſes, and force them i into the 
Paths of Virtue. | 
Segnius irritant animos, demiſſa per aurem, N 
Quam gue ſunt Oculis ſubjefta fidelibus. Hor. 
We all know, that the Wicked after this Life are to be 
puniſhed with eternal Burnings, A Devourer of Flames, 
by repreſenting on the Stage the Puniſhment of the 
Damned, will alarm and ſhock the moſt hardened Repro- 
_ bates, and terrify them into a Reformation. It is allowed 
that good Preachers have reformed many, by raiſing their 
wholſome Fears, which they effected by accurately de- 
 Ccribing the Pains of Hell; and if a bare Deſcription hath 
ſuch ſalutary Conſequences, how much muſt an exact 
| Repreſentation operate upon the Minds of Sinners who 


croud to ſee theſe admired Artiſts. In the famous Print 


which is the Frontiſpiece to the Works of the truly de- 


vout Dr. Jeremy Taylor, an enormous Mouth is repre= 


' ſented belſhing forth tremendous Fires; oppoſite to it 
many Fiends are drawn, hurrying with Pitch-forks into 


_ theſe direful Flames ſome condemned Sinners, who are 


_ writhing with Torment. This admirable Defign is exe- 
cuted in fo lively and maſterly a Manner, that it has 
amazing Effects on the Lives of thoſe who have carefully 


peruſed it. Tis well known, Mr. Sheridan, Who has 


an excellent Taſte in drawing, was ſtruck with this Piece, 
and improving upon it, reſolved to awaken our Terrors, 

and amend our Hearts, by repreſenting on the Stage a 
real Swallower of Brimſtone and durning Pitch. Shall 


Ve then dare to cenſure the pious Manager, for theſe his 


new and uncommon Methods of promoting Religion and 
Virtue !---- Hence ye Profane! learn Morality from the 
Mouth of a Fire-Eater; and behold from him what you | 
are to expect hereaiter, if you obllnately continue in your 
evil Ways. 
| Wee are alſo told by the proſtitute Slave above-men- 
_ tioned, that in open Violation of al] Law, Decency and 
Order, Perſons have been introduced on the Stage to 
mimic or take off, as it is faſhionably phraſed, Gentle- 
men of good Morals, and unexceptionable Characters, 
Men of grave aud learned Profeſſions. For this might 
Laut- 
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Fault, our Manager is moſt injuriouſly treated, his very 


Virtues are made Crimes. Doth not a good Mimic 
frinely ridicule the Foibles and Follies of Mankind ? The 
End of Mimickry, both at the firſt and now, was, and is, 
to hold, as it were, the Mirrour up to Folly ; to fhew Scorn 
her own Image; and the very Age, and Body of the Time, 

its Form and Preſſure : And is it not Mr. Sheridan's Bu- 


ſineſs, as a Reformer of Manners, to difplay the Frailties 
and Errors of the Age, and paint them in the ſtrongeſt 


Colours? And can this be done in a more effectual 1 


ner than by employing Gentlemen to hold up to the 


Town this much wanted Mirrour? The exhibiting 
grave Characters on the Stage, in order to make the Vul. 
gar laugh, this Caviller compares to the Puniſhment of 


the Pillory. We agree with him, nay, we will own it 
even worſe: If Mr. Sheridan was a Magiſtrate, would 


he not make uſe of the Pillory to puniſh and reform inſo- 

| lent Offenders ? But, ſince Fate has denied him that 
Power, he has properly determined to make them the 
Scorn and Jeſt of the Town, unleſs they ſpeedily forſake 
their aukward Follies and abſurd Peculiarities. Is not 


this the moral Uſe for which the Stage was deſigned ? 
He is blamed for introducing Mr. Maddox (a Gentle- 


man of unexceptionable Character and fair Deportment) 
to entertain the Public with a Diiplay of his Activity, and 
Dexterity i in kicking and balancing a Straw ; but, after 
all, is not this a moſt innocent Amuſement, and agrec- 
able Exerciſe? Are not Scipio and Lelius admired and 
celebrated by the Writers of At ntiquity for gathering 
Cockles on the Sea-Shore, by which they ſhewed the 
unaffected Simplicity of their Taſte and Manners ? Did 
not Ageſilaus, the moſt renowned Hero of his Age, ride 
on an Hobby-Horſe, which Plutarch affirms was fabri- 
cated of a Species of Reed or Bull-Ruſh, not unlike the 


 Wheaten Straw uled by our Equilibriſt on the Stage, and 
ſo greedily ſought after by the Spectators in the Pit? 


Would it not give great Pleaſure to all ſerious and think- 
ing People, (as well as thoſe of the Hibernian Society) if 
young W inſtead of . their Time 


with 


1 
1 
14 
1 
; 
r 
"2 
$ 
. 
F 
7 


; -- 
N * —. N 1 _ 1 2 a> - ** * k « W : x * 
. EAA RA Aer A ANC 6 * 2 — 22222 N - — 

——— _—— "> a wu 1 7 _ ” 


(6) 


with a Fencing-Maſter, who initiates them in the dread- 
ful Art of committing Murder like Gentlemen, would 
devote ſome of their leiſure Hours in taking a few Leſ- 
ſons from Mr. Maddox? I humbly conceive that this 
would be a very proper Exerciſe for Gentlemen of the 
three learned Profeſſions, as it might be practiſed with- 
in Doors, without any great Preparation or Expence, 
eſpecially for thoſe who are in Holy Orders, or at the 
har, as it would contribute to open the Cheſt fand ex- 
pand the Lungs; and qualify them the better to excel in 
the long-loft Art of Elocution. Thus the Lawyer will 
more effectually plead the Cauſe of the Diſtreſſed. Thus 
tbe Divine will more ſucceſsfully reſcue Religion _—_ 5 
. 9 and reſtore Virtue to her ancient Splendor. 
Many have been the Schemes formed of late for the 0 
= Encouragement of Agriculture in this Kingdom, and 
perhaps none of them can ſo effectually anſwer the De- 
ſign as this important Art of Straw-kicking. It is com- 
puted that in this Ifland there are three Millions of Souls, 
and if we allow one hundred thouſand Perſons, at a mo- 
| derate Computation, to practice this Art; and that they 
may daily uſe, one with another, ſeven wheaten Straws; 
this muſt conſume ſeven hundred thouſand Straws per 
Diem; and as each Straw will produce twenty Grains 
of Wheat, the Quantity of Corn neceſſary to be raiſed, = 
muſt be prodigcous to ſupply this new Demand. 
Will not this Exerciſe then be of infinite Advantage 
to this poor Kingdom? will it not anſwer much better 
than the Corn Bill lately paſſed? will not the Clergy | 
os particular reap Benefit from this wiſe Inſtitution ? Fa- 
mine will henceforth no more be dreaded in this Iſland, 
dut Plenty and Riches ſucceed to Vrecchonnels and - 
Poverty. 
It is to be hoped, the Governor of the Hibernian Society 2 
will introduce that, or ſome ſuch rational and uſeful _ 
Entertainment, among the young Students of this Aca- 
demy, when he has perfected them in the Pruſſian Ex- 
erciſe. T could Tikewiſe wiſh, that as he has recom- 
mended to ſome ſelect Members of his Society, to charge 


the 
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5 
the Right Hon. and Hon. the Judges, to charge the ſe- 
veral Grand-juries to promote and encourage his Scheme, 


in the different Counties; he would alſo charge the 


Right Revd. my Lords the Biſhops, to charge their 


_ Clergy immediately to practice the Pruſſian Exerciſe, 
which would, in caſe of an Invaſion, be of infinite Ad- 


vantage to this defenceleſs Kingdom. Would it not be 
laudable alſo to encourage, by ſome Church Preferment, 
thoſe Rev. Gentlemen who ſhould be found to excel in 


this new Diſcipline? 


The ſame diabolical Scribbler ſneers at our learned : 


Manager for his dancing between the Acts; unmannerly 


Sarcaſm! Cruel Miſrepreſentation! Thomas Sheridan, 
Eſq; did not dance between the Acts; he did not dance 
until the End of the fifth Act; and was there any thing 

ridiculous in that? Ar: iftides, the juſteſt Athenian that 
ever exiſted, excelled all his Countrymen in that Ac- 
compliſhment. Epaminondas and Pelapidas, who raiſed 
Thebes to the higheſt Pitch of Glory, valued themſelves _ 
more on their Dancing, than on all their Victories. 
| Miltiades, before the Battle of Marathon, gave a moſt 
magnificent Ball (not unlike the late Grand Subſcrip- . 


VE tion one in Fiſbamble-ireet) when he charmed all his 


Officers by the Gracefulneſs and Majeſty of his Move- 
ments. The learned Reader may conſult Herodotus, 

| where he will find an ample Account of this ſumptuous _ 
Ball, and an accurate Deſcription of the Supper and 


whole Entertainment. Beſides, it was a ſerious Dancq 


not a Comick one, with which our worthy Manager 
entertained the Town; and his Friends are fully con- 
vinced, that if he attempted high Dancing, he would 

excell Maraneſi, Poitiers, and Tieli in that Art, as 


much as he now excels Meſſrs. Garrick, Barry and 


Moſſop, in all the capital Parts of Tragedy and Comedy. : 


It hath been artfully inſinuated, by ſome malicious 
People, in order to injure our admired Manager as an 

Actor, that he frequently played in London to empty 
Benches; but, allowing the Fact, who deſerves Cen- 


ſure on this We why, the whole People of that 


Metropolis, 
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Metropolis, particularly the Poets and Criticks, who 
| have ſuffered their Judgements to be warpt by Mr. 
Garric Barry, Maſſib, Mrs. Cibber, and Mrs. Pritch=- 
ard. Ithath been alſo whiſpered abroad, that Mr. Sheri- 
dan wa$hifſed in Cimvent-Garden, when he pertormed 
the Part of Romeo; another vile Miſrepreſentation. 


Hear the real Fat— As he was one Night playing a 
Love Scene in the above Character, it muſt be conteſſed, 
that ſomething, indeed, was heard like Hiſſing; on which 


a warm Friend of his went to him after the Play, and 
told him, in the Stile of the great and amazing Romanus, 
that he ought not to be mortified or dejected at fuch 
Treatment from an Engliſh Audience; that he ſhould 
conſider, that they were then performing, according to 


the ancient Cuſtom, the Part of the Slave, and railing at 


him in the Midft of the Triumph, which he had obtained ly 
the Suffrages of all the good and worthy Part of Mankind ; 
and that Scipis, when in his triumphal Car, crowned 
with Laurels, after his Carthagenian Conqueſt, was fol- 
lowed by a Slave to remind him of his Mortality. To 
this our Hibernian Orator ſagaciouſſy reply d, My Friend, 


you are deceived The Soundg you heard, was a Mark 


of Wonder and Applauſe, not of Cenſure and Mal- treat- 
ment Know then, I have long laboured to bring my 
Audiences to expreſs their Approbation by a dead Si- 
lence, rather than by loud Shouts and Clapping; this 
all my Friends among the Litterati can teftify, many of 
whom are in the Pit, who, when they obſerved the pert 
Templars and greazy Citizens preparing to expreſs their 
Admiration, in a Goth-like Manner, by Huzzas and 
loud Claps, judiciouſly cried out, Huſh, Huſh, Huſh, 


which being inacurately pronounced between the Teeth 
{as theſe Peoole have never been inſtructed in the true 


Principles of Oratory) ſounded in your Ears like Hiſs, 


Hiſs. But, could you imagine that I was Hiſs'd! Ha! 


Ha! Ha! I Hifs'd, Ha! Ha! Nothing but this was 


wanting to complete my Glory; this is the Artic Story 
that crowns my Tame; nor can a Theatrical Earthgnake 


reduce to Ruins my long-laboured Pile, wich 1 is ngw founded 


en @ Rock,” | - Wh But, 


1 — 
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But, if this Relation is not thought ſufficient to eſta 
bliſh Mr. Sheridan's Fame as an Actor, Theatricus, in a 
| Letter publiſhed in the Untverſal Advertiſer of the 7th of 
1 . (which Letter, he tells us, z5 to be hung up as 
a votive Botu to remain a conftant Teſt of the Difrence le- 
tween the Strength of Ur 78825 and the Suitof5,) hath 
proved beyond all Controverſy, that Mr, Sheridan per- 
formed a greater Variety of Characters than Bettertan, 
Booth, Garrich, Barry, or Maſſep. This is not to be de- 
nied; ſome invidious People, when this is urged home 
to them, tell us of one Tobias Gemee, Eſq; Director of an 
Itinerant Company, now in the Ie-of- Har they init, 
be is the moſt univerſal Actor now in Europe ; that 
| he excels even in Women's Characters, particularly in 
: Lady Townley, and Lady Betty Modiſp. In Antwer to this 
Aſſertion, I can aſſure the Public, that many judicious = 
| Perſons imagine if Mr. Sheridan would attempt either 
of the Female Characters above-mentioned, he would 5 
perform them in a very new and entertaining Manner. 
But, if Mr. Sheridan hath Rivals as an Actor, he can 
have none as a Critic. Shateſpear is more indebted to 
him than to the learned Nafburtan; I do not mean for 
illuminating the Theatre with Wax-Lights when the 
Plays of that Poet are repreſented. No ! he hath done RD 
more for that great Author, he hath ſurpriſingly corret- 
ed and amended his Works; for Example, in the Tra- 
| gedy of Romeo and Janet, the famous Speech. which be- 
gins 


0 then 7 fee Alleen Mas, * 


was univerſally, though erroneouſly, by all the E FREY - 
given to Mercutio, Mr. Sheridan was the firſt Perſon 
whoſe penetrating Judgment cleared up this Miſtake, | 


diſcovered this Speech belonged to Romeo, and reſtored 


it to him; which has added much Life and Pleaſantry 
to that Charafter, before injudiciouſly thought to de that g 


of a ſoft, tender, whining Lover. 
A few Years ago, when Mr. Sheridan n. 


Romeo, he repeated theſe fine Lines (io long uſurp'd by 
3 2  Aerent; 1% 
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Mercutio) with that Eaſe, Gaiety, and Humour pecu- 
liar to himſelf, This happy Amendation did great Ho- 
nour to the Critic, and infuſed much Spirit into the | 
principal Character of the Play. 
As I was once applauding this 1 A. 
Friend of mine told me, he was preſent when Hamlet 
was performed by a Company of Strollers in a Barn. 
In the Scene where the King and Court fat at the In- 
terlude, the Queen, who perceived the Audience grew 
languid, requeſted, with becoming Grace and Dignity, 
„That Lord Hamlet would favour the Court with an 
 Hornpipe.” Lord Hamlet obeyed her Majeſty, and 
danced that admired Jig with ſuch Strength and Acti- 
vity, that he enlivened the Tragedy, put the SpeQators 
into good Humour, and received uncommon Applauſe, | 
In this Improvement to Hamlet, which had fo fine an 


Effect, the Gentleman who played that Character has 


great Merit; yet I am of Opinion, that giving to Romeo 


what was vulgarly thought to be the Speech of Mercutio, 
deſerves greater Praiſe, as the Comic Romeo affords 


more exquiſite Entertainment than the Dancing Ham- 
. 3 5 

The infernal Author of the Caſe of the Stage aſſerts, 

that Mr. Sheridan never engages a good Actor, leſt the 


Town ſhould make diſagreeable Compariſons ;- that 


Mrs. I/:ffington was forced upon him; that he refuſed 
to employ Mrs. Fitz- Henry laſt Winter; but is it pro- 

bable that Mrs. JYoffington was forced upon him, when 
ſhe now declares to all her Friends, that his Probity 


and Honour is equal to his Genius and Knowledge? 


And if ſhe complains that he detained three or four 


hundred Pounds of her's for thirteen or fourteen Months, 


in this he ſhewed her the higheſt Degree of Friendſhip; 


for he well knew her profuſe Temper, and that her 
Charity and Generoſity were unbounded ; therefore, 


he thought this Sum was much more ſecure in his 
Poſſeſſion than in hers. Can any one be ſo baſe as to 
conceive, that he would contaminate his Hands with 

vile 


En 


vile Traſh ? As to Mrs. Fitz- Henry's being rejected 
| laſt Winter, that was not done from any ſordid Con- 
ſideration to ſave her Sallary, but to give Novelty to 
her Performance this Year. If he employs on the 
Stage miſerable Performers, it is not becauſe he hires 
them cheaper, but as Foils to Mrs. Fitz- Henry, in or- 
der to make her Merit more conſpicuous. In this he 


reſembles a prudent Houſe-Keeper, who, on Week- 


Days, fed her Servants with Tripes and Hog's-Cheek, _ 
and when they complained of the wretched Fare, ſhe 
declared ſhe did not feed them thus, out of any avariti- 
| ous View, but to give them an higher Relith to —— 8 


; Sundays Beef and Pudding. 


O.ur honoured Manager is alſo chirged with = 55 
ling with Mr. Meſſop, becauſe the Town thought Mr. 
Mofp's Merit as an Actor much ſuperior to his Here 

the worthy Governor of the Hipzrnian Society 
juſtly amazes the World with the Extenſroeneſs of his 
Views for the public Benefit, He diſcharged Mr. Meſſep, 


left, as he was a Favourite of the Town, he might cor- 


rupt the Taſte of the People to ſuch a Degree, that, at 

laſt, they would be brought to hear with Contempt the 

| juſt Tones, and muſical Cadences of the Reftorer of the | 
eng le Art of Oratory. We are informed, that Mr. 
MMoſſop (ent a Challenge to Mr. Sheridan, who refuſed 

to anſwer it: Can any one blame him for ſo doing? 

Mr. Sheridan is too good a Chriſtian to engage in a 

Duel; he knows he is commanded when one Cheek is 

| ſmote to turn the other; he is beſides too great a 

Friend to this oppreſſed and infatuated Country, to en- 


danger his precious Life, on which he tells us, the Glo- 
n * and Happineſs of this Nation depend. 


This defamatory Scribbler ſo often mentioned, alſo 
rails at the wretched and prepoſterous Figures which 
are hung out on the Curtain of Smock-Alley Theatre, 


like thoſe which inform us where Monſters are to be 


ſeen ; but here the ignorant Slave ſhews his Want of 
Penctration, in not diſcovering the juſt and ſatyrical 
B 2 Deſign 
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Deſign of that Piece of Painting ; ; he does not per- 

ceive that the great Diſproportion between the Uni- 

verſity-Gate and the Figures which repreſent Wiſdom 

and the Arts, is intended to ſhew, that theſe Arts could 
not obtain Admittance into the Univerſity, though they 

| ſhould creep on all Fours-——----Excellent eser = 
Satyr! Attend to it ye Drones, and ye who lovter away | 


: your uſeleſs Lives in Indolence and Eaſe, while 


u leave to tatter'd Crape the Drudgery of Prayer.” 
Peruſe the Curtain of Smack-Alley, and learn to culti. 
vate the Arts. Perhaps it may be thought that the 
Pillars which ſupport the Parliament Houſe in the fame 
Piece, are too ſmall for that large Edifice; but this is 
a keen Stroke on ſome Right Hon, and Hon. Members 
of that Houſe, who may be ſhamed into Virtue by. 
ſuch ingenious and artful Repreſentations ; will not 
every Member, when he beholds theſe Pillars, reflect 
on his own Inſufficiency to ſupport the great Weight of 
public Affairs, and enJeavour to progres himſelf to 


= the Station he bears? 


The dull Pedant, thus we "a. e his _ 
£ Want of Wit and Humour, for the Painter's Ignorance 


of Deſign and Proportion, and the — 2 55 


0 Taſte in the Arts. + 
| This baſe and proftitute Slave treats with Canna 


- the grand Scheme of erecting an Academy; be ſeems 
to apprehend dangerous Confequences from an Acade- 


my connected with the Theatre; and like a vile Trai- 
ter and perfiduous Wretch, to ule Cadwallader's Words, 
endeavours to deftray the Connection. But, in my Opinion, 
nothing would conduce more to the Improvement of 
the Youth of this Kingdom than ſuch æ Connection. 
It is well known, that young Gentlemen bave very 
Rrong Paſfons for the Fair Sex, thoſe Paſſions they al- 
ways gfatify, by which they frequently ruin their Con- 
ſtitution, deſtroy their Vigour, and intail Miſery on 
| themſelves, and their Poſterity. Now, by Mr. Sheridan's 
Scheme, theſe Minlorwnes will be prevented; the 
8 young 
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young Gentlemen educated at his Academy, by having 
a free Intercourſe with the beautiful Actreſſes, will 
reap all the Sweets of Love without being hurt by it's 
Sting; for the Ladies of the Theatre, tho they are 


often frail, are never ſo abandoned as to injure by their 
ſoft Endearments the Health of their Lovers. By at- 


| tending the Play-Houſe, the young Gentlemen will al- 
ſo be much poliſhed in their Stile and Elocution. When 
a modern Buck goes to a Brothel, he ſwears in a moſt 
inarticulate Manner, (as he has never ſtudied the Rules 
of Oratory,) Damn my Eyes, you are a fine Piece, 
come Buſs me Slut, Dam me, we'll Pig together to 
Night.“ Whereas, the young Academic, taught by 
our Great Orator, will languiſh at the Feet of his 
fair Statyra, and breath © out in | the moſt — and per- 
ſwaſive — ET 5 


8 0 Then Nature' 8 OTF Per feftion in in one . 
= © Thas yeilding Softueſs, Down of all my Care, 
4 O let me Hy into thy twining Arms! 5 
&« And riot in the Soft ere Fold, 
: 50 Till, loſt in Extacy, I dye in Jays, 
1 Greater, Fan ny [ can gueſs mae. 


Thus he will how his hd Ke his Taſte 5 
ſor Poetry, and his Knowledge of Oratory: And if he 
ſhould proceed even te the Ad of Darkneſs, he will Sin, 


*tis true, but he will Sin like @ well educated Gentleman; 


and perhaps he may not think it a Sin, and certainly, 
as Lady Pliant argues, * is 16 Sin to thoſe who as not 
think it one. 
But let not the World imagine Poetry, Ora- 
tory and Gallantry, will be the only Accompliſh- 
ments taught in this Academy. All the polite Arts 
will be ſtudied and practiced there; Dancing, Muſick 
and Riding the Great Horſe, will be particularly at- 
| tended to. Mr. Sheridan will himſelf inſpect the Danc- 
Ses diver; Tragedies. 


— 
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- and will perfect them i in the Miſtery of that Accom- 


9 in a very few Monihs. The Figure of each 


Dance, he will inſtruct them in, , by deliniating it on the 
Floor with Chalk; in the cloſe Dances, where a Female 
Partner is 3 Mils Baker will aſſiſt; but as the 
M. ſter of the Academy will not have Leiſure perſonallyß 

to attend all the young Students, he propoſes to ſend to 
London for the experienced Mi. Hart vi Efſex-flreet in 
the Strand, who has perfected ali tre young Ladies wha 
frequent Marble-Hall and Cuper's-Gardens, and taught 
them the moſt graceful Movements, and becoming At- 
titudes. This Gentleman inſtructs grown Perſons in his 
Art; at his Academy are ſeen Members of Parliament, 
Oy S learned Benchers; nay, ſome 
ſay Judges, Biſhops, and Privy Councellors attend him, 
many of whom, who could ſcarcely bow when he firſt 
| began with them, are now remarkably excellent not 
on! in the Minuet, but in the Paſs Pied, Sarraband, 
and even in the Hornpipe; but this laſt, they perform 
: only in very private and ſelect Companies. 9 
As to Muſick, whatever Scoffers may fay, ſeveral | 
| Solos and Sonates on the Brommſlick will be taught the 
young Academics; for, after all, if playing the German 
Flute be ſuch an elegant and pleaſing Accompliſhment, 
| how much more ſurpriſing, and of Courſe more pleaſing, 
muſt that Accompliſhment be, that can produce Har- 
5 mony out of 2a "Brieatick. 
That excellent Performer Scienidor * G — will 
de engaged at the ſmall Expence of five hundred Pounds 


2 Year, as an Inſtructor in Church Muſick. From 


this many Advantages will 2:iſc, as young Gentlemen 
taught by this renowned Maſter, will ſend forth from. 
2 1 2 > N i . 7 4 2 

Ro ne = their 


* A celebrated Ttalian, I think born at 4 F whe 


imitates exattly an Organ with his Laie vices 


— 
— erate a 
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| their Throats all the Variety and Harmony of the Organ, 
the moſt complicated of Inſtruments ; this will certainly 


be a great Saving to the Nation. The Price of Church 


TY Organs we all know is very conſiderable ; but by educat- 
ing Pariſh Clerks in theſe Organ- like Vociferations, each 
Pariſh, particularly in the City, will enjoy the Benefit 


of Church Muſick at a very moderate Charge. 


Riding the great Horſe, a moſt uſeful and manly Ex- 
ercile, will be a principal Object of the Governor's 
Care. This Part of Education has been hitherto ne- 
glected on Account of the great Expence that has at- 

tended it. But Mr. Sheridan will be able to have it 
taught in an eaſy, convenient, ſafe and cheap Manner; 
by his Situation as Manager of the Theatre, he has 
in his Poſſeſſion ſeveral excellent Horſes, which are ne- 
ver employed but on thoſe Nights the Comedy of tje 

Rehearſal is performed; theſe Horſes of Mr. Bayes have 

| ſeveral Advantages over thoſe that Mr. Broom keeps for 

his Scholars, as they are maintained at little or no Ex- 
pence, are always ready capariſoned in the Property Room, 
and can never hurt the Limbs, or endanger the Lives, of 
the Riders. Nor are any ill Conſequences to be appre= 
hliended from that once vicious and ungovernable Steed, 
that uſed to prance and throw his Rider at Knight's. 

Bridge*x. All tender Mothers may be aſſured, that this 

mettleſome Beaſt hath been ſo well broke by Mr. Sheri- 


dan himſelf, that no Horſe in the Troop to which he be- 
longs, is now ſafer or more manageable. 


A juſt and true Taſte of Sculpture will be acquired, | 
by carefully ſtudying the excellent Figures on the Monu- 


ments of St. Patrick's Cathedral, which are undoubted- 


Fo antique. | - Architecture, 


* It is needleſ; to inform thoſe who have ſeen the Re- 
hearſal, that one of UAr. Bays's Horſes always throws his 


Rider at — 


9 
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Architecture, ſcarce known in this Kingdom, will be 
taught by the Defigners of our Barracks; the Scho- 


lars will be made to examine the City Tholſel, the 
Beauties of that Structure will be pointed out to them, 
and the true Proportion and Symetry of that noble 
Pile, will be particularly attended to. Thoſe who are 
to be profeſſed Architects. will be frequently carried to 

Quilæa, where they will ſee Lord Burlington and Inigo 


Jenes excelled in their own Art. From the Thol/el, from 


Quilca, from the Monuments of St. Patric#'s, the 


Maſter of the Academy has formed a manly Taſte, which 


he has never enervated by viſiting foreign Climes. 


But, before I quit this important Subject of the new 


| Method of Education, ſo unjuſtly cavil'd at, 1 e- 
ſume it will not be amiſs to take Notice of a Report 
which hath lately much prevailed in this Metropolis, 
that a Seheme has been formed, by the ingenious Mrs. 

Pye, for the Improvement of the young Ladies of this 

Kingdom. It hath been ſaid, that many Ladies of the 
firſt Quality and Diſtinction have lately aſſembled at her 
\ Lodgings at the Sign of the Hop and Black Pudden in 
Copper-Alley, where they have read her Scheme, ap- 
proved it, and conſidered of proper Ways and Means 

do put it into Execution. Now, I can aſſure the Pub- 

lic from undoubted Authority, that the greater Part of 

this Report is falſe. It is true, that this moſt celebrated 
Actreſs, has long reflected, with infinite Grief, on the e 
miſerable Deficiency of the preſent Mode of Education 
for young Ladies; ſhe has obſerved, with the utmoſt 1 

Concern, that this wretched Country muſt be inevita- 
| bly undone, unleſs a ſpeedy Remedy be applied to this 


dreadful Evil; and for that Purpoſe only, ſhe firſt 


Was induced to go upon the Stage, where, after a long 
laborious Search, in which, for a conſiderable Time, ſhe be- 
held nothing but Darkneſs viſible, ſhe diſcovered, by mere 


Accident, that ſhe could educate the Daughters of the 


: Nobility and Gentry in ſuch a Manner, that they ſhould 


equal 
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equal | in Virtue and Honour the Heroines of Greece and 
| Rome; and fearing this important Secret ſhould periſh 
with her, ſhe formed a Plan, which ſhe knows may be 
readily executed, but has not as yet committed it to 
Paper, having communicated it only to a few. ſelect 5 


Friends. She ſhortly intends to lay it before the Ha- 


 BERNIAN SOCIETY, and humbly hopes to prevail on 


the Members of that honourable Body, to double their 


| Subſcriptions, to enable her to erect a Square adjoining, 
to Mr. Sheridan's propoſed Structure, where ſhe will 
inſpect the Conduct of her Pupils, and appoint them 
proper Inſtructors: And as ſhe hears that the young. 
Gentlemen of the Academy are to be taught Morality 
from Pamela, Sir Charles Grendiſon, Clariſſa Harlow, 
and other Novels, ſhe preſumes the ſame Courſe W: 
Morality will be highly proper for her female Students ; Eo 
ſhe likewiſe hopes that both Sexes, as they read the 
ſame Books, may ſtudy them together, by which ma- 
ny concealed Beauties may be diſcovered, and Friend- 
| ſhips contracted to the mutual Satetatiion and Emolu- 
ment of all Parties, during the Reſidue of their Lives. 5 
But, left her Abilities ſhould be doubted, ſhe propoſes 
to appoint a ſanding Committe, to which ſhe herſelf 
ſhall be ſubject, who ſhall have a Power to put the 


Affairs of her young Ladies in a proper Poſture. | 


dne defigns dividing her School into four Claſſes. The : ; SEW = 
firſt is to conſiſt of the Daughters of the Nobility only ; 5 
theſe young Ladies are ts be inſtructed in the French 
Language, by ſtudying the Works of Crebilion and other 
Authors of equal Purity ; they are to be inſtructed in 
Pharo and Cribbidge, how to punt politely at one 

Game, how to Mark with Skill and Dexterity at the o- 

ther. Great Care will be taken to teach them to ſpell f 
accurately thoſe Words which moſt frequently occur in 


gm and Invitation Cards. They are to be 
EF NC ſhewn 


£ * 
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| ſhewn how to behave faſhionably, when they make 
Routs, Drums, and Hurricanes; how to manage Af- 

fairs of Gallantry with Prodence and Addreſs; ſome 
elegant double Entendres and Bons Mots ſhall be daily 

repeated before them, in order to qualify them or re- os, 
fined and polite Converſation. 

The ſecond Claſs is to be made up of the "VOY 
ters of rich Commoners, and Gentlemen of Profeſſions ; 
theſe young Ladies are to be educated with more Strict- 
neſs than thoie of the firſt Claſs; they are to be taught 
CEconomy, how to ſpend double their Income with- 


out injuring their Huſbands Fortunes, which they may _ 


_ eaſily perform, by prevailing on Tradeſmen to give 
them large Credit, and by learning a decent and artful 
Manner of diſmiſſing "troubleſome and impertinent 
Duns. They ſhall be well ſkilled in contriving to 


OO make a very large Drum in a ſmall Houſe, though it 


cConſiſts only of two very ſmall Rooms and a Cupboard = 
on each Floor; they ſhall ſo diſpoſe of the Card-Tables 
in thoſe narrow Apartments, that as many Card-Players 


ſhall be entertained at their Routs, as in the Palaces of = 


the Nobility. Their Study, Gallantry and — 
ſhall be the ſame as the former Claſs. 
The third Claſs is to be compoſed of the Children. 
of Country Squires, and rich Clergymen; to theſe Mrs. 
Pye will every Morning read a Lecture, either out of 
| Clelia, the Grand Cyrus, or Cleopatra; ſhe will ſhew 
them the Beauties of the beſt Engliſʒ Paſtorals ; ſhe 
will teach them to ſing ſore ſoft and delicate Sonnets 3 


_ deſcribe to them the Pleaſures of a rural Life, and 


make their tender Hearts ſuſceptable of the ſoft Paſſion 
of Love; ſhe will arm them againſt Cruelty, and ſhew = 


them, that to deſtroy the Peace and fruſtrate the 


Wiſhes of an ardent Lover, is nearly equal to the Crime 
of Murder; as to rob a Man of his Happineſs is more 


cruel than to deprive him of his Life. She will en- 
deavour 
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deavour to make their Studies Entertainments; for Ex- 


ample, ſhe will teach this Claſs to ſpell by the well 
| known Play of I love my Love with an A, witha 2 
B, &c. To crack Jokes at Wakes, Weddings, and 

Chriſtnings will be likewiſe neceſſary ; for this Purpoſe, 


ſhe will put into their Hands the Works of the faceti- 
- ous Foe Miller, the Ne, and Pills to pur ge 


5 Melancholy. 


' The laft will contain the Deals © of younger Bro- 


| thers and poor Clergymen, who are to be qualified far 


| the Stage, for Milliners, and Toad-Eaters; to theſe 


the will repeat Portions of modern Tragedies and Co- 
| medies, and make them apply particularly to the Works 
of Cangreve and Vanburgh ; the will take care to give 
them a free Air, an eaſy Addreſs, and a Fluency of 
Speech ; ſhe will alſo make them rehearſe ſome moſt 
tender and paſſionate Scenes with Mr. Sheridan's young 
8 Academics. This Claſs ſne will inſtruct in ſentimental 
T o0oaſts, and the Single Entendre; therefore ſne will 


from their Infancy make them converſant with the 


Works of the great Vilmot; but for the reſt of the 
wretched Tribe of Rhimers, who, lie Pacl-Horſes, 
Jingle their Bells, * viz. Dryden, Waller, Prior, Pope, 
Parnel, &c. they are to be baniſhed from her Academy 
as well as from Mr. Sheridan's. But theſe are ſhort 
_ Hints which ſhe has thrown out in Converſation; 
however, Mrs. Pye's Friends flatter themſelves (of 


which Number, I own, I boaſt myſelf) ſhortly to pre- 


vail on her to far our dhe Public with ber Scheme at 


large. 


But, to return from this Jong Digreſſon, which, I hope, 7 


will not he thought impertinent. Mr. Sheridan is ac- 


cuſed of Ignorance in Grammar, the Engliſh Language, 
His S2 | — Stile 


* Vide Mr. Sheridan's Plan. 
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Stile and Rhetoric. Here we may plainly ſee that the 
abuſive Scribbler who attacks him on Account of theſe 
| Deficiencies, is a School-Maſter, a Dunce, a mere 
| Scholar, a Pedant. 


« Hic niger eſt * tu Romane caveto. 


11 iö granted, he has ſhewn a few falſe Concneds | in : 
Mr. Sheridar's Oration, ſome Miſtakes in Language, 
and Faults in Stile; but ſuch trivial Negle&s and In- 
_ accuricies @ great Orator and a Director of an a 

juſtly op arch He knows 


% Great Wits a may elocioully FEY 
& Aud riſe to Faults, truc Critics dare not mend ; 


From vulgar Bounds, with brave Diſorder part, 
IT And ſnatch a Grace, yo the Reach of Art.“ 


Such 2 Gare 3 is lurey the ot proper 
to direct the Studies of Youth; he will teach them 
the Wonderful and Sublime, __ ſhackle their Un- 
derſtandings with grammatical F etters, and che pedan- 
tic Jargon of the Schools. 

Who can hear, without Indignation, the vil 
lainous Jeſts that are thrown out againſt our 
reſpectable Orator, becauſe he has moncunced to 
the Public, that he has gloriouſly deſtroyed his Health, 
and conſumed his Fortune in his Country's Service, 


in labouring to acquire and reffore the long-loft Art of = 


| Cratery, in which Art, on proper Eneouragement, he 
_ generouily declares, he will inſtruct Mankind; but if 
he does not meet with the great Rewards he deſerves, 
he will conceal the Myſtery, and let it periſh with 
him. AS this Part of his Oration the malicious Vul- 
gar inecr, for © Fools will ſtill be on the laughing Side.“ 


If the learned Gentleman has explored this wonderful 


Secret, (and who can doubt it!) where 4 in the Name of 
Com- 
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Common Sende is the Abſurdity or Vanity of what 


he aſſerts? We all know he has injured his Conſtitu- 
tion, and waſted his Time on the Theatre, and tis 
certain, his ſole Motive was his Country's Good, for 
he has not added a ſingle Acre to his paternal Eſtate; 
and undoubtedly he had an handſome Property before 
he- commenced Actor. The Manſion Houſe of his 
Family at 2uika hath been celebrated by the greateſt 
Genius that ever adorned and enlightened this — 5 


dom. 


| tolow. 


Having thus cleared up ahi Integrity and fri Ho- 


neſty of our juſt and upright Orator, give me leave to 


inform the World of his uncommon Piety. So devout, 
ſo religious was this Gentleman, that ſome few Years 


ago he purchaſed a Pew in St, John's Church, for the 
Accommodation of the Actors and Actreſſes under his 
Care, 


The pious Magee his been moſt falkely and baſely 
accuſed of purloining one Hundred and one Pounds, 
| which he received towards erecting a Monument to Dean 
_ Swift; but that Calumny is now intirely refuted; that Debt 
to the Public, we are told, remains now on his Theatrical 
Books, which Debt, I will venture to affirm, is as well 
ſecured there, as in the Bank of England, otherways 
would the wiſe and prudent Mr. F---r lend a large Sum 
on the Security of the ſaid Books Have not Meſſrs. 
Macklin, Maſſop, and Mrs. Wiffington conſiderable Sums _ 
of Money in the ſame Place, for which they have no other 
Security then ſaid Books! But who can defend himſelf 
from the Tribe of anonimous Scribblers who ſwarm in 
ttztis City? When the Friends of Mr. Sheridan draw 
___ their Pens in his Defence, they fairly, candidly and 
_ openly avow themſelves, Theatricus and Romanus ſcorn | 
to conceal themſelves, they have put their Names to 
their Works, and the est Enn 10 f 8 
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| Care, whom he cauſed to aſſemble in the Green Room 
of his Theatre, at the Hour of Ten each Sunday Morn- 
ing, from whence he marched them in a ſolemn Proceſ= 
ſiou, making them move decently, foberly and ſlowly, 
two and two to Church, where their Behaviour was ſo 
exemplary that they were admired by the whole Con- 
gregation. Could a Man of ſuch Piety and Devotion, 
| "be ſuſpected of Hypocriſy ? Could ſuch a Man deceive 
ttme Public? No! Impoſſible! 


Thus let theſe proſtitute 77 OW} theſe 1 . 


Slaves, theſe defamatory, diabolical, anonimous Scribblern 
rail on; let them, as he moſt elegantly and clearly ex- 
preſſes himſelf, really, and literally perform the Office 


F an Italian Bravo by the Help à dark Lanthorn and 


Stillets; he will purſue his Fourney without endeavouring 
1 find out, or deſtroy the Graſs-hoppers in his Way; let 
pregnant Malice teem with new Falſehoods; let the 
ill-natured, illeterate, laviſh Dunces ſpit forth their 
Venom, Thomas Sheridan, Eſq; is patronized, as the 
World muſt confeſs, by the wiſeſt and greateſt Men of 
this Nation. We may {ee in the Lift of his Friends, 
many Honourable and Right Honourable Perſonages too 
| tediors to enumerate. In this proud Catalogue the 
great and amazing Romanus has enroll'd himſelf. 


From theſe the World will judge of Men and Books; 


1 nay more, to crown the Glory of the Manager of 

' Smack-Alley, to add to his Greatneſs, and to tranſmit his 
Fame to ſucceeding Ages, the admired and renowned 
Author of the Dublin-Fournal declares himſelf his 
Friend--—------Now all ſeems compleat, the Victory 


is our own, our theatrical Hero is by all confeſſed. 
to be a Patron of the polite Arts; the great the only 
Orator on the Face of the Globe; the Guardian of our 


x Youth the meer of Virtue and Religion ; z the 


Pride, 


a) 
Pride, Boaſt, and Ben of this Nation. Let us 
then with Heart and Voice * out, Ie — ö Io. 

- SHERIDAN | 5 


P. SHEA. 


* 


